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St John Bosco RC Primary School
Homework Policy 

Our school Mission Statement states, “Respecting and caring for each other and those in our community.”  All staff and children at St John Bosco RC Primary School will work together to ensure that our school is a safe and positive place to work, learn and play.  
AIMS OF THE POLICY
This policy, has been created by and agreed upon by the teaching staff and Governing Body. A hard copy is located in the Head Teacher’s office for other members of staff.
At St John Bosco Primary School we are committed to high quality teaching and learning to raise standards of achievement for all children. All teachers and governors have been consulted in developing this policy, which summarises expectations for homework. Learning is the purpose of the whole school and is a shared commitment. We recognise the importance of parents as the first educators of their children.

Children have a right to an education (Article 28 UNCRC) and a right to be the best they can be (Article 29 UNCRC)

Parents are encouraged to support their child’s learning by:
· supporting the work of educational targets and becoming actively involved in the implementation of any support programme;
· participating in discussions concerning their child’s progress and attainment;
· ensuring early contact with school to discuss matters which affect a child’s happiness, progress and behaviour;
· supporting the school’s homework policy and give due importance to any homework;
· actively supporting the Home-School Agreement.

Homework
Homework is considered to be a valuable element of the learning process and supports the children in developing their learning skills.   
We believe that homework should be set:
· to involve parents in their children’s learning;
· to help parents keep abreast of what their child can and cannot do;
· to take advantage of the home context to apply learning;
· to encourage children to talk about their work to their parents and explain what they are doing and how;
· to extend the time for learning, thus enabling children to practise and consolidate their skills and knowledge and strategies;
· to prepare children for secondary school experiences of homework;
· to view learning as a life-long process and not just restricted to school hours.

The school’s agreed practice for homework is that:
· homework is set on a regular basis, for all years, in line with our homework policy;
· homework will generally follow on from work which has taken place in class but may take many different forms, including reading, learning multiplication facts and spellings. It should not entail new ideas that require explanation from a teacher;
· homework may sometimes consist of preparation for work yet to be done;
· children should understand exactly what they are expected to do, how to do it, and how long it should take;
· homework should sometimes involve the participation of the parents;
· children who have made insufficient effort during class time may occasionally be asked to complete work at home.

In Early Years the focus is on reading and phonics.
Throughout the school we expect children to undertake core activities each week:
- read at home daily
- learn weekly spellings
- practice times tables

In addition, each class from Y1-5 is given a menu of tasks to choose and complete over a half term.
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Year 6 children are given tasks from CGP SAT’s practice books to complete each week.
During Autumn1 following the Covid lockdown our usual homework practice is suspended. All children are to continue with daily reading, spelling and times tables practice.
For KS2 a topic web will be produced as above and shared electronically with the children and parents via Purple Mash and Email.  Instead of children bringing in what they have created, they can take pictures and upload them on Purple Mash, or create things on Purple Mash to present to the class, according to the tasks set. 
Policy agreed:  September 2020
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Appendix 1 – Further Activities to help your child with at home

Foundation Stage
· Learn to tie shoelaces and do and undo buttons or a zip 
· Learn how to get dressed and undressed ready for PE
· Learn how to use a knife and fork
· Learn how to use scissors 
· Practise writing name starting with a capital letter and then lower case letters
· Count to at least 10 
KS1/2 (Years 1 -6)
· Learn the value of coins and work out change
· Learn to tell the time, starting with o’clock and progressing to half past and quarter to and past from both analogue and digital clocks
· Practise number bonds to 10 and 20 – knowing very quickly all the pairs of numbers that add together to make 10, eg 5+5 etc 
· Reading and spelling high frequency words (key words on the back of reading cards)
· Learning times tables up to 12 x 12 and division facts
· Learning the months of the year and days of the week and being able to read and spell them
· Practise letter formation (see attached examples)
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Homework Year 5 Autumn 1

Struggling? Let your teacher
know straight away.

Core Activities

Maths
(You must complete this activity).

English
Writing, Grammar, Punctuation or Spelling.
(You must complete this activity).

English — Reading
(You must complete this activity).

The children should know their times tables
and division facsts up to 12 x 12. These are
tested every Friday.

The children will be bringing home a set of
spellings every week. They will be tested on a
Friday. The children should know not only how
to spell the words, but understand what they
mean and how they would be used in a
sentence.

The children will always have a reading book
to bring home. The children should be reading
at least 3 times a week, thinking about
sounding out the words (if they need to) and
trying to understand what they are reading.
The reading books should be brought to school
every day.

Geography

In Geography our topic is Marvellous Maps.
o Design Your Dream Island: create a
key showing its main features and
where they are located.
e Make a map of what Blackley might
have been like 200 years ago.
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Science

In Science we will be learning all about Space.

e Make an information booklet that explains
all about day and night.

o Make a model of the solar system.

« Write a 1 page profile on an astronaut of
your choice.

RE

Our topic in RE is “Ourselves”. We will learn that
each person is made in the image and likeness
of God. To know ourselves and to appreciate
that our value and uniqueness is central to our
wellbeing. We will be thinking about...., Who am
1?7 What makes me unique? Where do | come
from?
« Create a self portrait or collage which
shows your gifts, talents and interests.
o Make a family tree going back at least 3
generations (ie before your grandparents)
e Write a poem about your family.

You must complete all the core activities above
(Maths, English and Reading).

Select a minimum of three topic activities to
complete.

You can choose which activities you find the
most interesting but they mustn’t all be from
the same subject.

Presentation must be your best!
Hand in date: Friday 18" October

British Values

This term we are learning about Democracy.

e Make a poster showing what this
means to you.





